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SOME ALASKAN LICHENS 

R. Heber Howe, Jr. 
(with TWO FIGURES) 
During the summer of 191 1, the late Fred. B. McKechnie, 
who accompanied Mr. A. C. Bent on the U.S. National Museum 
Expedition to Alaska, collected lichens for me in various localities, 
mostly on the coast of Alaska. The crustose species I sent to Dr. 
H. E. Hasse of Santa Monica, CaL, for determination, and the 
species of Cladonia and Stereocaulon were kindly named by Dr. 
L. W. Riddle of Wellesley, Mass. I have arranged the species in 
accord with Miss Clara E. Cummings' Lichens of Alaska (1910) 
for convenience in comparison, as well as with my Yukon list. 1 
Mr. Merrill's Yukon lichens 2 should not be overlooked among 
the recent papers on boreal northwest species. 

Sphaerophoriaceae 

1. Sphaerophorus (coralloides) globiferus (L.) DC. — 
Ketchikan, May 27, 1911; Little Kiska Is., June 19, 19H, "1000- 
1500 ft."; Unalaska Is., Chernofski, June 10, 1911. 

Lecidiaceae 

2. Baeomyces (aeruginosus) ericetorum (L.) Wain. — 
Ketchikan, May 27, 191 1, " rotten stump." 

Cladoniaceae 

3. Cladonia rangiferina (L.) Web. — Little Kiska, June 19, 
1911, tundra, 1000-1500 ft.; Atka, June 27, 1911, grass, 1500 ft. 

4. Cladonia sylvatica (L.) Hoffm. — Little Kiska, June 19, 
1911, tundra 1000-1500 ft.; Atka, June 27, 1911, grass, 1500 ft. 

5. Cladonia uncialis (L.) Web. — Amaknak Is., June 6, 1911, 
moss, 1200 ft.; Nome, July 14, 191 1. 

6. Cladonia coccifera (L.) Willd. — Nome, July 13, 191 1, 
meadows. 

x Bull. Torr. Bot. Club 38:287-293. 191 2. 
2 Bryologist 11:105-111. 1908. 
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7. Cladonia cornuta (L.) Schaer. — Atka, June 27, 191 1, 
1500 ft. 

8. Cladonia decorticata (Flk.) Spreng. — Atka, June 27, 
1911, 1500 ft. 

9. Stereocaulon tomentosum Fr. — Unalaska Is., Chernofski, 
June 9, 191 1, tundra, 150 ft. 

10. Stereocaulon paschale (L.) Ach — Atka Is., June 22, 

191 1, tundra, 1000 ft. 

Lecanoriaceae 

11. Lecanora occulata (Dicks.) Ach. — Little Kiska, June 19, 
191 1 ; Atka, June 26, 191 1. 

12. Lecanora saxatilis (L.) Schaer (L. muralis). — -St. Paul 
Is., June 191 1 ; three specimens. 

13. Lecanora castanea (Hepp.) Th. Fr. — Amaknak Is., 
June 6, 191 1, 1200 ft. 

14. Lecanora cartilaginea Ach. — St. Paul Is., June 191 1. 

15. Ochrolechia geminipara Th. Fr. — Nome, July 14, 191 1. 

16. Ochrolechia upsaliensis Nyl. — Nome, July 4, 191 1. 

17. Caloplaca calopisma (Ach.) Th. Fr. — Chernofski, June 
10, 1911. 

Peltigeriaceae 

18. Peltigera canina- (L.) Hoffm. — Amaknak Is., Little 
Kiska Is., June 19, 1911, "tundra, 1000-1500 ft."; June 6, 1911, 
1000 ft., "growing on ground just above and below snow line"; 
Akun Is., June 4, 1911, "dead logs"; Atka Is., June 13, 1911, 
"tundra"; four specimens, three of which represent the variety 
spongiosa Tuck. 

19. Nephroma arcticum (L.) Fr. — Nome, June 14, 191 1. 

20. Lobaria (Sticta) oregana (Tuck.), comb. nov. — Ketchi- 
kan, May 26, 27, 191 1, "thick fir growth." 

Umbilicariaceae 

21. Gyrophora (Umbilicaria) arctica Ach. — Atka Is., June 
27, 1911, "rocks, 1000 ft., snow near by"; two specimens. 

Parmeliaceae 

22. Parmelia saxatilis Ach. — Unalaska Is., Chernofski, 
June 9, 191 1, "on rocks along the beach," two specimens; St. 
Paul Is., July 6, 1911, "rocks near beach," one specimen. 
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23. Parmelia saxatilis Ach. var. sulcata (Tayl.) Nyl. — 
Akun Is., June 4, 191 1, "on logs." 

24. , var. omphalodes (L.) Fr. — Atka Is., June 27, 

1911, "2000 ft. on rocks"; St. Paul Is., July 7, 1911. 

25. , var. furfuracea Schaer. — St. Paul Is., July 6, 

191 1, "on rocks." All these specimens show the dicroic reddish 
margins mentioned by Macotjn and Miss Cummings. 

26. Xanthorina (Teloschistes) lychnea (Ach.) Th. Fr. — 
The material represents according to Dr. Hasse the variety lacinosa 
Schaer, but like material was referred to the variety pygmaea (Fr.) 
Th. Fr. by Miss Cummings, St Paul Is., July 6, 1911, "on rocks." 




Fig. 1. — The Bellaidi-type of Lichen cucviaia preserved at Turin 



USNEACEAE 

27. Alectonia ochroleuca var. cincinnata (Fr.) Nyl. — 
Unalaska, Chernofski, June 11, 1911, "200 ft." 

28. Coelocaulon (Alectoria) divergens (Ach.) Howe. — 
Little Kiska Is., June 19, 1911, "tundra, 1000-1500 ft." 

29. Platysma (Cetraria) lacunosum (Ach.) Nyl. — Atka Is., 
June 26, 191 1 ; Ketchikan, May 26-27, I 9 11 ^ " on fir limb twigs"; 
Little Kiska Is., June 19, 1911, "1000-1500 ft., tundra." These 
specimens represent the true lacunosum of Acharius (type loc. 
"America boreali"). Mr. Merrill renamed the typical form 
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("rugoso-reticulato celluloso albo subvirescente" Ach.) when he 
(BryoL 13:26. 1910) made the forma cavernosa (Menzies) Merr. 
(reticulate-lacunose-cellulose" — "whitish-cinereous" Merr.). The 
less lacunose virescent examples with perforate apothecia, common 
in the eastern states, were named by Tuckerman as the variety 




Fig. 2. — The Linneap type of Lichen nivalis preserved at London 



atlantica (Tuck.) Nyl. It is, in view of the true type, a well 
marked variety, which has been lost sight of lately. Platysma 
glaucum (L.) Nyl. is never lacunose-reticulate above, always nitidous 
below, and the margins are always crisped. 

30. Platysica (Cetraria) glaucum var. stenophyilum 
(Tuck.), comb. nov. — Ketchikan, May 27, 191 1. The margins of 
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this variety are always dissected, never entire as in var. stenophyllum 
of the preceding species. 

31. Cetraria cucullata (Bell.) Ach. — Amaknak Is., June 6, 
1911. 

32. Cetraria nivalis (L.) Ach. — Amaknak Is., June 6, 1911. 
The plate of the types of the above two species it is thought of 
value to publish. Dr. Wainio failed to record the nivalis type 
as represented in the Linnean herbarium. Through the kindness 
of Dr. B. Daydon Jackson of the Linnean Society, I was enabled 
to photograph it, as also the Bellardi type preserved at Turin in 
the R. Istituto Botanico through the kindness of Dr. O. Mattirolo. 

33. Dactylina madreporiformis (Wolf.) Ach. — Little Kiska 
Is., June 19, 1911, "1000-1500 ft., tundra." 

34. Ramalina subfarinacea Nyl. (R. angustissima [Anzi.] 
Wain., a nomen nudum). — St. Paul Is., June 6, 1911, "rocks near 
beach," Atka Is., June 13, 1911, "tundra." These specimens 
represent evidently the same material mentioned under Ramalina 
cuspidata Nyl. (KOH— -) and Ramalina javanica Nyl. by Mr. 
Merrill (Bryol. 11:51. 1908). The plants are referable to 
Ramalina calicaris (L.) Fr. emend. (R. scopulorum [Retz.] Ach.) 3 
except for their subterete lacinia, and more or less multifid, 
sorediate tips (KOH+). The smaller examples suggest a little 
Ramalina intermedia Nyl. (KOH—-). 

Thoreau Museum of Natural History 
Concord, Mass. 

3 See Bryol. 16: Nov. 191 3. 



